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This Seminar comes at a time of transition in our uranium resource program. At 
this meeting, we will be hearing of the results of several years of diligent 
and intensive effort by many people. We have just released "An Assessment 
Report on Uranium in the U.S.A." This report is a major milestone in our 
activity and constitutes a significant reappraisal of U.S. uranium resources. 
We will also be hearing of new directions and plans for the program in res­
ponse to changing conditions and needs. 

The task of assessing potential resources is a difficult one. In our study 
an enormous amount of original information has been developed, ranging from 
the reconnaissance type data of the airborne radiometric and magnetic surveys, 
and the hydrogeochemlcal surveys, to detailed geologic studies and drilling 
of selected field sites. The collection and analysis of these data to produce 
new and more reliable resource estimates has been done rapidly and well. With 
the completion of airborne surveys now under contract, we will have accomplished 
over 1,179,000 line miles of flying, covering virtually the entire conterminous 
U.S. and 76 percent of Alaska. The geochemlcal sampling covered some 67 per­
cent of the conterminous U.S., and 82 percent of Alaska. The data developed 
should serve the country well for many years, providing a sound factual basis 
for future exploration and evaluation of uranium as well as other mineral 
resources. The data are having Increased use for other purposes, especially 
in the environmental field. In this fiscal year we will be working hard to 
clear up the data backlog and to make this data readily available. Much 
remains to be done, especially in the geochemistry program, where a backlog 
of samples remains to be analyzed. 

An Important accomplishment during the last few years has been the development 
of a more systematic and complete approach to uranixim ore deposit classifica­
tion and description, particularly In clarification of the characteristics of 
geologic areas favorable for the occurrence of uranium deposits. Dendix Field 
Engineering Corporation staff deserve particular commendation for their 
accomplishments in this area. 

Transforming the data base and the concepts on uranium deposits and environ­
ments into evaluations of areas in the field was the task of the Quadrangle 
Evaluators. Major roles In this activity were carried out by Bendlx, and 
the U.S. Geoloelcal Survey, as well as by the DOE staff. Quadrangle 
evaluation Involved the compilation and analysis of all of the available data 
on the assigned National Topographic Map System quadrangles, the gathering 
of additional needed field data, and detailed study of the specific geologic 
environments considered favorable for uranium. These studies, which will be 
published in Folio form, constitute the Information base underlying the quan­
titative resource assessments. 

With the knowledge developed by the evaluators. Input from other experts on 
the areas Involved, and employing a newly developed methodology, new resource 
estimates were made in terms of probability distributions. We believe these 
are the best resource estimates that have been made to date. 
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